Targeting BRAF aberrations in advanced colorectal carcinoma: from bench to bedside.
Colorectal cancer (CRC) is a global health problem with profound mortality and morbidity effects particularly in the advanced/metastatic setting. Because of the recent understanding of the biology of this disease, many candidate targets have come into light for therapeutic evaluation. The current review is about evaluating the preclinical and clinical aspects of BRAF as a therapeutic target in this disease. The available clinical results suggest that while the use of unselective RAF inhibitors (e.g., sorafenib) has been ineffective in the management of advanced CRC patients with KRAS mutation, combination of selective BRAF inhibitors plus EGFR inhibitors may represent a good therapeutic strategy in BRAF-mutant CRC.